
BIOMEDE 500 Syllabus – F2019 

Description:  This is the research seminar series for the Department of Biomedical Engineering, and is a 
requirement for all graduate students in the program.  Through talks from nationally and internationally recognized 
experts in various biomedical engineering subdisciplines, students will learn about current research problems and 
gain a sense of the breadth and excitement inherent to the field of biomedical engineering. 

Time and place: Thursdays 9-10 am (133 Chrysler).  Please show up before 9 am to ensure you get a seat.  The 
tentative schedule will be posted to Canvas, but may change due to weather impacting travel.  Cancellations will be 
announced on Canvas. 

Organizers: Profs. Sriram Chandrasekaran, Brendon Baker, and Kelly Arnold  

Grading: This class is graded satisfactory/unsatisfactory.  To pass, there are three related requirements: 

1. Attend the seminars. Two absences or passes (meaning you do not need to submit an abstract) will be 
permitted for the entire semester to accommodate travels/illness.  If you are unable to attend the seminar in 
person, you can find a recording of the seminar on Canvas. 

2. Write a short abstract for each seminar. Summarize the lecture, including the following: 

• The biomedical problem of interest 

• Relevant background information or the current state of art 

• Approach taken by the speaker 

• Key results and findings 

• Major conclusions 

• Future directions of the research  

• Your critique of the research: major limitations, approaches that would strengthen the work, how it 
was presented 

The length of these should be ~ 1/2 a page, with the goal being to demonstrate that you attended the seminar 
and followed along (this is also how we'll take attendance).  Obviously, these should be written individually (we 
will use a tool to check for plagiarism).  Writing these will also provide practice for the eventual dissemination of 
your own work. 

Abstracts will be due the following Monday after the seminar and should be uploaded to the course’s Canvas 
site.  Reports received after Monday will be recorded as an absence.  We highly suggest writing the abstract 
immediately after the seminar while the content is still fresh in your mind.  

3. Peer review your classmates’ abstracts. After abstracts have been received, you will be randomly assigned 
an abstract to review and grade on a 3 point scale (1 - Not satisfactory, 2 - Satisfactory, 3 – Exceeds 
expectations).  Provide comments/feedback if appropriate.  Peer reviews are due by midnight on the next 
Thursday (a week after the seminar).   

Schedule: 

1 9/5/2019 Michael Sacks UT Austin 
 Note: Summary not 
required for this lecture 

2 9/12/2019 Shankar Subramaniam UCSD   

3 9/19/2019 Stanislav Shvartsman Princeton  

4 9/26/2019 Ajit Joglekar UMich  

5 10/3/2019 Jon Rowley Rooster Bio  

6 10/10/2019 Erin Purcell MSU  

 10/17/2019 BMES (no class)   

7 10/24/2019 Jason Papin UVA  

8 10/31/2019 Raj Kothapalli PSU  

9 11/7/2019 Michael Kolios Ryerson University  

10 11/14/2019 Stephanie Seidelits UCLA  

11 11/21/2019 Alexander Opitz UMN  

 11/28/2019 Thanksgiving (no class)   

12 12/5/2019 Faculty candidate (TBA)   



 


